His Family
his family was founded* But with the advent of Miss Delia
Tudor Stewart to Avondale, as the new Mrs* Parnell, a
change began* This lady, who seems to have been one of
those outspoken* strong-minded, silly women* commoner
now, perhaps, in America than anywhere else, who have
been so admirably exposed by Mr* Bernard Shaw in the
characters of Mrs* Clandon in You Never Can Tell and
Lady Britomart Undershaft in Major Barbara, set herself*
almost from the beginning of her life at Avondale, to the mean
mischief of making bitterness and wrath between her husband's
family and their countrymen in England* She is not the
only American woman who, having married into an Anglo-
Irish family, has wrought incalculable harm to her adopted
country and people by importing into it an entirely artificial
hatred of England* founded on the fact that the English
English and the American English fought against each other
more than a century ago with much of the bitterness which
is commonly to be found in family feuds* The legend is that
the American English were entirely virtuous on that occasion,
while the English English were entirely villainous, but verity
obliges us to believe that there were faults on both sides*
Mrs* Parnell had no doubts on the matter: the English English
were miscreants of an unusually foul sort, while the American
English were possessed of a nobility which placed them a
little higher than the angels* Her husband, an easy-going
man, endeavoured, but without success, to make a reasonable
woman of her, but it seems that he soon despaired of doing so,
for there came a time when he absolutely forbade political
discussions* " At Avondale politics were tabooed*"1
The death of her husband in 1859, at the age of forty-eight,
removed all restraint from her, and she soon began to take
part in extreme politics* She hated England and the English
with a ferocity so outrageous as to leave us wondering whether
x Life of Charles Stewart Parnell, by R* Barry O'Brien, voL i*, p* 43*
37